Hungary: what's next? by -
Political Capital
Policy Research and Consulting Institute
H-1037 Budapest, Bokor utca 1-3-5.
Phone and Fax: +36 1 242 2913
Email: info@politicalcapital.hu
Hungary: wHat’s next?
a prognosis on tHe aftermatH of
tHe prime minister’s resignation
political capital risk forecast Division
23 marcH, 2009 
- 2 -

































government	with	 the	 participation	 of	 the	 former	 coalition	 parties	 seems	 to	 be	 the	most	




between	 the	 two	 parties	 may	 put	 a	 non-party-politician,	 an	 “outsider”,	 technocrat-type	
politician	to	lead	the	government,	who	is	acceptable	for	the	international	business	community.	
One	year	 in	power	 is	 not	enough	 for	 a	 government	 to	 implement	 structural	 reforms,	but	
can	be	 sufficient	 to	give	 some	definite	answers	 to	 the	economic	 crisis	 (e.g.	 cutting	public	
expenditures)	in	order	to	restore	the	confidence	in	the	Hungarian	economy.
b)	 A	government	 supported	by	MSZP	and	MDF.	Forging	coalition	with	 the	Socialist	Party	
seems	 to	 be	 unacceptable	 for	 the	 smaller	 conservative	 party.	MDF	 favors	 former	 finance	














Ferenc Gyurcsány stays as the Prime Minister
If	the	vote	of	no	confidence	fails,	Ferenc	Gyurcsány	will	remain	the	Prime	Minister	according	
to	 the	Constitution.	 In	 this	case	Mr.	Gyurcsány	has	no	other	option	but	 to	resign	officially	
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to	 stay	 in	 the	Parliament	 for	 one	more	 year	 (corruption	has	 skyrocketed	 recently).	 In	
this	aspect,	early	elections	as	a	possibility	have	lower	chances	at	the	moment,	but	if	the	
two	parties	cannot	agree	on	a	joint	PM	candidate	they	may	finally	decide	to	risk	early	
elections.	
•	 23	MPs	from	the	socialist	faction	with	Fidesz-KDNP	and	ex-MDF	faction	members		
	 can	be	enough	to	form	a	majority	to	dissolve	the	parliament,	
•	 if	the	PM	resigns,	and	László	Sólyom	gets	the	possibility	to	nominate	a	new	PM,	he		
	 has	the	right	to	dissolve	the	parliament	if	the	factions	cannot	find	a	PM	within	40		
	 days	after	naming	the	first	candidate.	
Factions	in	the	Hungarian	Parliament
Faction Number	of	MPs
MSZP	(socialist	party) 189
Fidesz+KDNP	(right-wing	opposition	party) 161
SZDSZ	(liberal	party) 19
Independent	(including	ex-MDF	MPs) 15
Overall 384
The	number	of	votes	necessary	for	a	successful	no-confidence	
vote
193
